NC 73 Council of Planning Regular Meeting

June 22, 2006

Huntersville Town Hall
Attendees: Bjorn Hansen (Centralina), Jason Abernethy (Cornelius), Jonathan Marshall (Cabarrus County), Ryan McDaniels (Cabarrus EDC), Carol Lovin (Cabarrus Regional Chamber), Jack Simoneau (Huntersville), Karl Fritchen (Concord), Jeff Young (Concord), Charles Jeter (Huntersville), Jackie McSwain (NCDOT- Div. 12), Linda Dosse (NCDOT-TPB), Lindsey Hobbs (Kannapolis), Zac Gordon (Huntersville), Lesley Hall (Huntersville), Bill Coxe (Huntersville), Charles Knox (Lake Norman Chamber of Commerce), Mike MacIntyre (Mecklenburg County).

Introductions: The meeting commenced at 1:15 PM. All present introduced themselves. Since there were only three of the eight regular members represented by designated representatives there was no formal action taken on any item. 

Presentation of COP bylaws: Mr. Hansen reviewed the changes made to the bylaws to reflect comments at the last regular COP meeting. Members present suggested adding text to the section on public notice to reflect that notice would be given to local newspapers, but that the COP would not pay for legal ads. No action was taken on the bylaws. 

Election of officers: Since there was no quorum, this item was not discussed. 

Annual Meeting: Mr. Hansen presented the draft agenda, local presenters, and general overview of the meeting. Mr. Hansen already invited two of the three areas Board of Transportation members to give introduction remarks, but the two contacted were not available to speak. The group instructed Mr. Hansen to contact the third representative, Marion Cowell, and if he is not available, to have the two current persons, Charles Knox and Brian Sisson, give introductions. 

Lincoln County Land Use Plan Update: Mr. Hansen updated through on the status of the land use plan update. He distributed a memorandum given to the plan steering committee on the results from a series of four public input sessions in May. Linda Dosse asked if their plan is consistent with the NC 73 plan. Mr. Hansen stated the Lincoln County process calls for small area plans where the NC 73 plan recommended them in Lincoln County. Where the NC 73 plan called for lower densities the county may not currently require low-enough densities to adequately preserve the rural character, but that the Lincoln County plan process may address this issue over the next year. There were no other questions. 

NC APA award for the NC 73 plan: Mr. Hansen distributed a letter from the NC APA announcing an award for the plan. Mr. Hansen asked if any of the members would like copies of the award, at a cost of $65 each. The group decided that all eight regular members, plus the NCDOT, should receive a copy of the award, to be paid for through the COP budget. COG staff, plus any members already at the reception, will receive the award at the award banquet in October in Hickory. A copy of the award will then be presented to the NCDOT Board of Transportation as a thank you for their support of the plan.  

Roundtable Discussion: Mr. Hansen said Huntersville had distributed a small area plan along NC 73 for peer review during the last quarter. Mr. Abernethy said the plan had been approved in the past week by the town council. Mr. Hansen asked about focusing activities for the COP over the next year. The group discussed reviewing the small area plans along the corridor for consistency with the overall NC 73 Plan and consistent landscaping, signage or other aesthetic treatment along the corridor to brand NC 73. The group decided to create a subcommittee to review the plans and provide updates to the full group at a later meeting. Mr. Hansen will follow-up with this concept and explore the potential for overlays along NC 73 that could be used to create a common image or brand for the corridor. 

Next Meeting Date: September 21 in Cabarrus County

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 2:45 PM. 

